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Hilda Pinnix-Ragland
Hilda Pinnix-Ragland is vice president-Northern Region for Progress Energy, a Fortune-250 electric and Energy Company headquartered in Raleigh, N.C. In that role, Hilda has responsibility for community relations and distribution service to over 500,000 customers in a 16-county region area that includes the corporate headquarters. She also serves as vice chair of Progress Energy’s Corporate Diversity Council.

She joined Progress Energy, then Carolina Power & Light, in 1980 and has served in a variety of positions in the company’s communications, customer operations, customer service, economic development, management services, treasury and auditing functions. She has been an officer of the company since 1998. Before coming to CP&L, she was an auditor with Arthur Anderson & Co. and an accountant with Colgate-Palmolive, both in New York.

She received a bachelor’s degree in accounting from N.C. A&T State University in 1977 (graduating magna cum laude) and a master’s degree in business administration from Duke University in 1986.

Among numerous honors and awards, she received the 2007 James E. Stewart Award – the highest award given each year by the American Association of Blacks in Energy, 2006 L. Richardson Preyer Alumni Award from Leadership North Carolina, she was chosen by the General Federation of Women of North Carolina to be a 2006 recipient of the Women of Achievement Award, and she was elected Chair of the State Board of Community Colleges in July, 2005.  She was also recognized as Tar Heel of the Week by the Raleigh News and Observer Feb. 13, 2005. She also received the 2005 Sisters Delany Honor Society Achievement Award/ N.C. Women of Distinction, the 2005 Kappa Psi Phi Distinguished Citizen Award and the 2004 National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO) Distinguished Alumni Citation of the Year Award. She received the Distinguished Alumni Award from N.C. A&T State University in 2003.

She serves on the board of directors for N.C. State University African American Advisory Council (chair), the Wake Education Foundation board of trustees, the American Association of Blacks in Energy (former national chair), the Downtown Raleigh Alliance board of directors (vice chair).
Hilda enjoys traveling, gardening and reading.  She and her husband, Al, have a daughter, Katherine. They live in Cary, N.C.
